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THE LADY SAINT
OF TILAKAWTI

Thilakavathi was bornas the first child in a farmer's
family inaremote vil-
lage in the modemn
South Arcot district.
A brother by name
Marul necki was born
inthe family whenshe
was two years old .
The parents werc ade-
vout and religious
minded couple who
worshipped Shiva.
Years passed and
Thilakavathi grew into
maidenhood. The par-
ents chosc a bride-
groom for her, by
name Kalippahai, a

young man of equal status in the next village. He was a valiant

man, high in the king's esteem, and also religious.

Just as the marriage negotiations were over and ar-
rangements were complete for conducting it, news came that
the Chalukya King . was invading the Pallava territory.
Naturally there was a general mobilisation and Kalippahai,
who was a brave soldier capable of leading an army himsclf,
was summoned by the Pallava King. Though the betrothal
between Thilakavathi and Kalippahai had been made, the
-marriage had not been solemnised. But marriage could not be

“an excuse for absence from the battle front. Kalippahai went
to the King. A division was placed under his command and he
was sent to the front. He took a valiant part in scveral
cngagements and hard fighting was going on for some time,

Mecanwhile, the father of Thilakavathi had some ailment
and in a short time he died. His wife did not like to live after
herhusband died and so she gave up herlife immediately. Their
young daughter and little son were now left along in the world.
While this was happening here, the fight in which Kalippahal
was engaged grew fierce and finally the invader was put to rout
andthePallava forces were victorious. Buthowever Kalippahai
was killed in the battle.

Coming close on the death of both of their parcnlts ,this
news was a terrible shock to Thilakavathi and her little brother.
She said,"My parents proposed to marry me to Kalippahai. So
I belong to him. After his death, I have no more existence. |
shall now give up my life". But her brother immediatcly
intervened: " Sister, little boy that I am, 1 have no parents, 1
consider you as my parent and so am able to put up with my
grief. But if you plan to put an end to your life now, you will
find that I shall have died before you. so please decide what you
willdonow ". When Thilakavathi heard this, she was helpless.
Naturally she did not want to allow her brother to dic. So, out
of love and compassion for him, she continued to live. She

lived thereafter the life of self-emposed widowhood. Jewels
and trinkets were for her no more. She remained in the house
and her only ornament was love for all life, says the poet.She
led a life of austerity and penance.

Her young brother grew up, well versed in all the books
and scriptures of his religion. But as fate would have it, in the
cause of his comparative study of religions, he was attracted
by the Jain way of live. So he left her sister, went to a Jain
monastery and leamt their religious lore so well that he was
ordained a priest there. In due cause, by his Iearning and way
of living, he rose to the position of the head of the monastery,
with the title, Dharmasana.

This was of course anathema to his sister. She could not
for a moment reconcile her selfto the thought of this dear little
brother of hers, for his sake she had been leading a life of
penance and devotion, having embraced and alien religion and
become a leader thereof. She was daily doing little acts service
in the local temple Thiru-Adigai and thither she used to go
daily, bow before the Lord and pray that her erring brother be
brought back to the Saiva fold soon. In due time her prayers
wercanswered. She had dream in which the Lord of Adigaitold
her that a colic would afflict her brother and that he would be
redeemed through it.

Accordingly, her brother Dharmasena began to suffer
from a stomach pain. This gradually developed into a very
acute stage. The medicines and mantras of the monastery were
powerless to cure it. He became desperate now and sent his
cook as messenger to his sister for help. She was surprised to
his messenger. So her question was,

" any thing wrong?" He explained Dharmasana plight and
invited her on his bebalf to go to him. " Go and tell him that we
shall not enter the alien quarters”, she firmly replicd.

He returned to the suffering brother with her message at
midnight, Dharmasana covered him self fully and came forth
from the monastery and fell at her fect saying: " My beloved
sister, | am dying of pain. Save me”. She immediately thought
of her dream and knew that this was Goods way of answering
her prayers. She lifted him up, and with the Lord's name on her
lips, applied the sacred ash to his forehead and then took him
to the Lord's presence in the temple.

. She performed her usual services in the temple and in the

presence of the Lord prayed for help to her brother. Through
His Grace hisailment miraculously grew less and the darkness
cnveloping his mind was also cleared. He was given the gift of
singing the Lord's praise in beautiful songs. He prayed for
God's Grace and relicf from pain, which was at once granted.
Thereafter he went on singing Lord's prise and performing
manual service in the temples throughout Tamilnadu.

InShaivitchageology as well inthe history of Tamilnadu
and its literature, this brother is known as Saint Appar, The
story of Thilakavathi ends here. She was pleased with God's
kindness to her brother and led her life of penance and devotion
as before. Her life is unique in the history of women who had
devoted their lives for scrvice to others. Women had been
devoted mothers, devoted wives and devoted daughters. Butas
devoted sister, the life of Saint Thilakavathi is in a class by
itsclf. o .
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249 Fore Street 28 Ul SHeml

FAX, PHOTOCOPY
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GHIPPING AIR FREIG][T TRAVEP

UNACCOMPANIED BAGGAGE - PERSONAL EFFECTS, HOUSEHOLD
GOODS, VEHICLES, MACHINERY ETC.

TO COLOMBO AND OTHER WORLD WIDE DESTINATIONS

MAIN AGENT FOR AIRLANKA ‘%7
PASSENGER TICKETS AND UNACCOMPANIED BAGGAGE ¢

All Your Goods Go To Our Bonded Warehouse in Colombo

WE WILL ALSO FLY YOU ANYWHERE, ANYTIME
ON SCHEDULED FLIGHTS AT LOW PRICES |

® ksl ANOTEIL UL DIEEGHEHbEGD o Bballkl GUITGHL SaT

0f @BGTEN)G SUIUASHHD GDDHE sL LB Pepis CaaiNamani GupaibidD
BBl [HTL Causniigw HIDENEUTEN 610 HITL ST

GLEN CARRIERS LIMITED |

14, Allicd Way, off Warple Way, Acton, London W3 0RQ
Telephone ; 081-740 8379/ 081-749 0595 |
Fax - 081-740 4229 Telex : 929657 Glenca G
BONDED WAREHOUSE
LAKSIRISEVA, 253/3 Avissawella Rd, Colombo 14, Tel: 575576 J
"/

— —
l DHGHLIT&6IT, Db BHIEUNSITTEBET, CUTL HEDEHWIN 6111 6T W
DIIDGIEL T b D

610G @)D Beanmbd LGHSHIe0IH a1l DS HIbH

LOWEST PRICE SRILANKAN FOOD STORE
l OPEN 9AM TO 1OPM ‘

7 DAYS A WEEK

APPROVED
BODY REPAIR CENTRE |

| . e
Basmamd 8 ymoHHnd BpHuw S mHHw

l | G0l A
AONGF  2IUGHLESET, 218 WidaPedsaT
G - A ihflimadat, a@dossat, Qpbun, g, ; (TS PN ‘
VBRA Mamber pipbaTH Mumi aloid 6up
* PANEL BEATING  * SPRAYING | [BTL_GRIsmilg W SIOMs LD b Te0T
* WELDING * COLOUR MATCHING 6 610 BTLIGOTLD
* INSURANCE WORK ~ * RECOVERY i

VARSHI'S FOOD STORE

1009 HIGH ROAD 103 BURLINGTON ROAD

CHADWELL HEATH
TEL: 081- 597 0712

NEW MALDON, SURREY KT3 4LR

TEL : 081- 336 0061
- (NEAR BURLINGTON JUNIOR SCHOOL)
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RESTAURANT

FULLY LICENCED |

SRI LANKAN AND SOUTH INDIAN CUISINE
ENJOY THE REAL TASTE OF DELICIOUS
SRI LANKAN AND SOUTH INDIAN FOOD

TAKE AWAY SERVICE AVAILABLE
PARTIES AND WEDDINGS CATERED FOR

211, THE BROADWAY 18,THE AVENUE
WEST HENDON WEST EALING
LONDON ' LONDON

NW9 7DE | W13 8PH
081-202 3486/87 081-810 6606/07

(BUSINESS LUNCH-12.00 NOON TO 3.00p.m.)
OPEN: MONDAY TO SATURDAY (EXCEPT TUESDAY)
12.00 NOON TO 3.00p.m. & 6.00p.m. TO 11.30p.m.
SUNDAY(BUFFET LUNCH)
12.00 NOON TO 3.00p.m. & 6p.m. To 10.30p.m.
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