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- 9 Afwi—

to the residence of the parrots. He knocked at the*doo
and said, "l learn that you are unwell. Please open th
door. | shall give you medicine and cure you of your
ailment.

The parrots knew the wicked intention of the cat.
They said, "We are all well and happy. Thank you for
your offer. If you do not make your appearance we will
be quite satisfied.

Unsolicited offer of help has a motive behind it.
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The Ramayana literally means “The
Wanderings of Rama” (Rama+Ayana). As
a narrative it can be seen as a physical
journey involving a fourteen year exile of
hardships and privations, testing the moral
fibre of the hero.

It can also be described as a spiritual
journey, involving the evolution of
humanity into divinity, “"Maryada
Purushottama Rama” becoming “Rama
Avatara”, the human being developing into
the divine,

Historically, according to some scholars,
it is the chronicle of the expansion of the
Aryan dynasty of Ayodhya, across the
southern territory of the Indian
subcontinent.

Mythologically, it is a vivid presentation
of the confrontation of the forces of good
with the forces of evil, represented
respectively by Prince Rama of Ayodhya
against the rakshasa Lord of Lanka.

The Ramayana comprises seven Kandas
or Cantos.

Bala-kanda (The Boyhood Canto) is the
first one in which the royal Raghu lineage
of Rama is traced along with the
circumstances attending his birth, and
some childhood events and episodes
ending with his marriage with Sita,
daughter of King Janaka of Videha.

Ayodhya-kanda, the second is the heart
of the Ramayana. It describes various
incidents centring around the royal
households and copcentrating on the court

When sage Valmiki
sees the hunter killing
the bird, out of
compassion from his
heart come the
Shiokas which are the
basis of the

Rama breaks the bow
of Shiva and wins

Raja Dasharatha
offers Kheer to his =
el Wives Kaushalya and @}
8% Kaikeyi to bear
(children. __

\
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[ The maid Manthara
d advises Kaikeyl that
Rama be exiled and

intrigues—leading to Rama's exile to 1
forest. Rama, Sita and Lakshmana leave
Ayodhya and set out to the forest. At
Chitrakuta, Bharata meets Rama, prays
for his return. Rama rejects his proposal
and when pressed offers his sandals to
Bharata who promises to place them on
the throne and rule Rama's kingdon as his
regent.

Aranya-kanda (The Forest Canto) is the
third which details Rama's sojourn in the
forest with Sita and his brother
Lakshmana. In it is related his meeting
with rishis and his overpowering of the
anti-gods and other malignant powers who
alfict the lives of the forest dwellers. It
also describes the abduction of Sita by
Ravana, in retaliation for the so-called
insult by Lakshmana of Ravana's sister
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8l Ravana fights Jailiyu who
| comes lo protect Sita
s -‘;Rfj—

Kishkinda-kanda, the fourth
describes Rama's victory over

monkey-lord, Sugriva.

Sundar-kanda (The Canto of
Enchantment) is the fifth which
the passage of Hanuman to Lan ¢
he meels Sita. He returns with the ¢

of Sita. Rama journeys lo Lanka, 8ol
bridge constructed by a host of vanara
followers, to facilitate the canguest of
Lanka. This canto is filled with exquisitely
poetic shlokas describing the plight of
imprisoned Sita, and the intensity of her
love and devotion to her husband. It is a
poignant canto ef compassion, love,
loyalty and pleasing adventure—and that
is why it enchants,

batile.

Lakshmana lying
wounded during the

Yuddha-kanda the sixth (The War Canto)
is sometimes also called Lanka-kanda
(since that is where the war was fought),
It narratas the battle of Rama with the
ten-headed Ravana, the death of Ravana,
the racovery of Sita, the triumphant return
to Ayodhya and the coronation of Rama
In this manner the stipulated period of
fourteen years of exile of Rama is
completed, and he emerges glorious. His
meassage of spiritual evolution of mankind
is thus communicated through literary
narrative legends and symbols to the
reader ol the Ramayana.

Uttara-kanda is the final (the later
section). In this the banishment of Sita by
Rama |8 described. As the ideal king,

A I8 constrained to put the voice of
@ above his personal prefarence

i affaction for Sita
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Sita's twin sons, Lava and Kusha, are
born in Valmiki's ashrama, where she
takes shelter; Rama acknowledges his
sons and is reunited with Sita. But Sita

decides to leave Rama. She requests her & o iinis B
mother Prithvi (the earth) to shelter her, faigntees a1
! : prove her innocence.
and vanishes from Rama's life. Just as \
4

this is the story of Rama, it is the story of [
Sita, too. Valmiki underlines this fact in
the words ‘Sitayah caritam mahat' i.e. the
great story of Sita.

The picture of the exemplary rule of
Rama—the rule of righteousness, peace
and prosperity, non-violence, freedom from
want and disease—was such that the term
‘Rama Rajya'’ became a consummation to
be striven for—the establishment of the
Kindgom of God on earth.

The bare outline of the main story gives
no idea of the wealth of episodes and o0
incidents in the epic. It is the salvaging of
human personality and of fundamental
values, debased by the demon King
Ravana, that the sage Valmiki shows here
through his characters. Dasharatha kept
his word; Rama obeyed his father and
was a loving and faithful husband.
Lakshmana embodied service; Sita
exemplified purest womanhood and
Hanuman (Anjaneya) embodies total and
absolute dedication.

Lava and Kusha with
the horse of

R \‘._ A Ashwamh Yagya.
= ',//\ i

( Sita prays-to mother
earth to take her in
her arms.

.3

=Y

:-' U <

—
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UNACCOMPANIED BAGGAGE - PERSONAL EFFECTS, HOUSEHOLD GOODS,
VEHICLES, MACHINERY ETC

10 COLOMBO AND OTHER WORLD WIDE DESTINATIONS
MAIN AGENT FOR AIRLANKA
PASSENGER TICKETS AND UNACCOMPANIED BAGGAGE
All Your Goods Go To Our Bonded Warehouse in Colombo
WE WILL ALSO FLY YOU ANYWHERE, ANYTIME
ON SCHEDULED FLIGHTS AT LOW PRICES

i GLEN CARRIERS LIMITED

Allied Way, off Warple Way, Acton, London W3 0RQ
Tel: 0181 740 8379/ 0181 749 0595
Fax: 0181 - 740 4229 Telex: 929657 Glenca G
BONDED WAREHOUSE
LAKSIRISEVA, 253/3 AVISSAWELLA RD, COLOMBO 14, TEL: 575576
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