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Commercial & Industrial
Guarding _

Call now for a free survey and
quotation

SECURITY GUARD
WANTED '

. e
« Construction
« 24 Hour Radio Patrols
« Key Holding
« Access Control
CCTV

CHARTER SECURITY |

A Professional Service Every Time

1st Floor
Cambridge Road
Barking
Essex
IG11 SNR

Tel: 020 8507 7717
Fax: 020 8507 7702
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Dear Readers,

Kalasam is now available on line. This is done with people of all ages,
especially the younger generation in mind. We like people from all
over the world to read Kalasm. We request you all to send your views
and contributions to us. You can send your contributions either in Tamil
or in English.

Saiva Munnetta Sangam does other community services as well.
There is an ‘Enlightenment Circle’ which conducts classes in Yoga
studies and Spiritual studies. Nalvar Tamil Kalai Nilayam - a Tamil
school and regular prayer meetings are also conducted on a regular
basis. You can read the details about these activities on line. The web
addresses and the email address are given below.

oiingt (pwimdl GeupmlGup o BisEpoLwL Rsrey e .

swey CFuig) 2 BT HHSHGHMET CTRIGEHSE 2 L IdEL @
Osflailwymisar.
Benewus  (pHeuifl:
www.saivamunnettasangam.com or Www.smsuk.info
Wleatanehaed (pseaufl:

kalasam @ gmail.com
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Entlightnment circle - Sports Day
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Tamil Crossword Puzzle No.2

Answers to Crossword Puzzle No 1.

1 2
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Across:

3 Crescent Moon

5 Lotus flower

6 Another name for the Vedas

7 Happiness

8 Month

9 End item played in classical music
4 Pranavam

Down:

| God

2 Jaffna is famous for
this tall tree

3  Lord Sivan gave this word to
Suntharar to start his first
song

4 Boat
Mind
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Let us Learn Thirukkural

Gumnosupmier wirodleus Aevame leunlis
&l CLmy e L

We know of no blessing so great as the begetting of intelligent children who are capable
of gaining the knowledge which ought to be gained.

sipUimiiyd Swieweu Hlawrm Ll ImmisTe
LemTLjenl sl Glimler

No evil will touch even in seven reincarnations for those who are blessed with children of
unstained character.

SOEUTHeT e Fbwdssn euTGuTmeT
SIOSLD lenEILITE) 6u(HLD

Children are the veritable riches of a person. Because, they pass to him by their acts all
the merits they acquire.

oublpdlenid mm DelGssid wéseT
fmienas  gemrailuts snp

Far sweeter than nectar is the porridge messed about by the tiny hands of one’s chidren.

w&&aTeou1 Femt_ed o Lpdlaiid wpmeuy
ClemmBsled Blamib Geaiss

To caress the bodies of one’s children is delight to one’s body; to hear their words is
delight to one’s years.

Gwolails wrfells aeish wasser
wipemev&Glamed Gmenm Geuj

The flute is sweet, the harp is sweet’, say those who have not listened to the childish
chatter of their little children.
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The duty of a father to his son is to make him worthy to be foremost in the assembly of
learned men.

SIAISD &S DleyenLanlp LOMHleLS S
wearguilis Gaseemd Bells
The possession of inteliigence and learning by one’s children is more pleasurable to all

the wise men of the world, than even to oneself

raip Guredln Guflseus@n sarosmearns
gnaCprer aarsCaslL Hmui

Even more than she did when she gave birth to him, a mother rejoices on hearing her
son spoken of as a perfect person.

wEDEMSESH RppoID o sell Baiashboms
aaGproprer Gareblevenieh Glamed

The duty of the son to his father is to make people exclaim ‘what austerities did this
man’s father perform?

If you would like your Kalasam to be sent to your home address, please fill in the
form below and send it to us with your payment.

KALASAM
@l6VEUF BITELTEMIINNG HLP
B6VFID 2 _Thid6T IHCHL 6uyBGeussst(HILOT?
@Aiugeugeng Byl sgniiykise !

O ettt et sae st ereee e Donation:£.............. Kalasam

2 Salisbury Road
ENBEBIMT ovimsssousmsmissvsosuessmssmsnsasves i s S PostageiE.. ..o Manor Park
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Kalasam@hotmail.com

Postage and admin: £10 (U.K/Europe); £20 (Rest of the world) (8 sumLibEmnd e, )
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TEMPLES

What is significant in temples?

The concept of the temple as a place of worship is common to the whole of India, Sri Lanka and

other countries where Hindus live. It derives from the
Vedas and the Puranas and found expression in many
ways before the first rock temple was excavated and
the first structural temple built there after.

God exists. He is the creator and controller. His grace
gives us happiness and peace. His wrath brings about
sorrow and suffering. Mankind all over the world has
cherished this belief in some form or other. Once it is
conceded that such a God exists, there must be an easy

' means of approaching Him and propitiating Him.

That is the temple. The temple is the structure we put
up, with devotion, for the residence of God when He
descends to this world for our sake. It is something
like the camping of the king of a State in a part of his
territory.

To step over the threshold of a Hindu temple is to enter

| the world between sleeping and waking. Temples are

meant for the welfare of the nation. They preserve

cultural and spiritual value among the masses. Devotion to God permeated every aspect of our
art forms, ie. Music and Dance. In short, temple is a sacred religious institution where all our
faculties are nobly and purposefully utilised for mutual harmony and welfare.

The temple is the focus for all aspects of everyday life in the Hindu community - religious,
cultural, educational and social. The temple is also the place where one can transcend the world

of man.

Hindus believe that their lives are merely stages in the pro-
gression to ultimate enlightenment. The temple is a place
where God may be remembered, approached and where
divine knowledge can be discovered. All aspects of the Hindu
temple focus on the goal of enlightenment and liberation -
the principles of design and construction, the forms of its
architecture and decoration, and the rituals performed. All
of these are determined by ancient texts called shastras
compiled by the priests, the Brahmins. The vastushastras
were theoretical and idealised descriptions of the
architectural traditions and conventions to be followed.

Tamil Inscriptions on a pillar at Kancee's kailasanathar temple
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What is the Role of Temples?

The Hindu temples have been the most prominent public institution in South India down the
centuries. Until recently it was the centre of most of the people’s activities, not only religious, but
also educational, social and economic. Thousands of inscriptions engraved on its walls help in
writing history not only the fanes but also of the land and the people. Manuscript records often
Jail, but there are the temple

inscriptions and temple traditions to rely upon.

Old Tamil life cannot be visualised without temples. The close link between Tamil literature and
Hindu temple is a feature down the centuries.

What is the significance of temple design/construction?

The temple is designed to dissolve the boundaries between man and the divine. Not merely his
abode, the temple ‘is’ God, and therefore by implication the whole universe is identified with the
temple’s design and actual fabric. The ground plan is perhaps the best example.

The vastushastras describe it as a symbolic, miniature representation of the cosmos. It is based
on a strict grid made up of squares and equilateral triangles, which are imbued with deep
religious significance. To the Indian priest-architect the square was an absolute and mystical
Jorm. The grid, usually of 64 or 81 squares, is in fact a mandala, a model of the cosmos, with
each square belonging to a deity. The position of the squares is in accordance with the
importance attached to each of the deities, with the square in the centre representing the temple
deity; the outer squares cover the gods of lower rank in that temple.

The construction of the temple follows in three-dimensional form of exactly the pattern laid out
by the mandala. The relationship between the underlying symbolic order and the actual physical
appearance of the temple can best be understood by seeing it from above which was of course
impossible for humans until quite recently.

Thiruvannamalai Temple view.

Another important aspect of
the design of the ground
plan is that it is intended to
lead from the temporal
world to the eternal. The
principal shrine should face
the rising sun and so should
have its entrance to the
east. Movement towards the
sanctuary, along  the
east-west axis and through
a series of increasingly
sacred spaces is of great
importance and is reflected
in the architecture.
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What does the structure of temple represent?

The structure of a temple is highly symbolical. Primarily it indicates God as the Cosmic Person.
The Garbhagriha or sanctum sanctorum is where the deity resides. It has no windows, thus
symbolically representing that God is to be found within oneself, not outside. There is a veil
hiding the deity from view. This represents the ignorance (or Paasam) of man which prevents
oneself (Pasu) from realising God (Pathi). Only a priest (the Guru) can lift the veil of ignorance
and make the man realise God. This enlightenment of man is represented by the only lighting
inside the sanctum, the Aarthi, shown by the priest (the Guru). Similarly, every activity in the

femple, in addition to eliciting devotion to God, has a meaning and shows the way to realise
Godhead.

In temples consecrated according fto scriptural rites, the images
are considered to be alive. Hence, formal worship is a must. This
worship ranges from one to nine times per day, depending on the
extent and resources of the temple. On special festival days,
celebrations are conducted. Biggest of such celebrations is
termed Brahmotsava. The Rathotsava or temple car festival is
also held during this period.

How should one visit temple? How should one conduct within it?
Those who want to visit the temple are expected to enter it phys-
ically clean and with the proper mood of faith and devotion.
Walking silently straight to the sanctorum, and after offering,
they should come out and then circumambulate the shrine.
Formal obeisance (prostration) should be done from a place
outside the flagpost. Then, they should visit the minor shrines
and spend some time in meditation, sitting in a secluded spot on
the northeastern side of the temple. It is incumbent on the
visiting devotees to maintain the purity and sanctity of the
temple.

Why are temples situated in hills, by rivers and in caves?

Besides the ground plan there are other important aspects of the temple, which connect it to the
phenomenal world - its site in relation to shade and water, its vertical elevation relating to the
mountains, and the most sacred part, the garbagriha, relating to caves.

Sacred sites in India are usually associated with water, shade and lakes. These are often
considered to have healing and purifying powers. Rivers such as the Ganges are thought to have

descended from the heavens, perhaps the Milky Way, and their sacred water is needed in the
temple tank.

There was an impulse to create soaring towers that looked like mountain ranges. Mount Kailasa
in the Himalayas is the celestial abode of Shiva and the Kailasa temple at Ellora use the
architectural interpretation of this mountain.
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Mount Arunachala with Tiruvanamalai temple complex at the base
: In India caves have always been
thought of as places of great sanctity.
Most of the earliest surviving
Buddhist, Jain and Hindu shrines are
rock cut caves. In later Hindu temples
-the garbagriha is designed fo
resemble a cave. It is small and dark
and the surfaces of the walls are
unadorned and massive. It is a place
that encourages meditation, which is
possible only in solitude.
Approaching the shrine is a
movement from open spaces to a
confined small space; from profusion
of visual form and decoration to
the visual simplicity of the cave. From
this sanctuary the implied movement is  vertical, to the symbolic mountain peak directly above
the image of the god. This movement upwards is linked to the idea of enlightenment,
which is identified with the crowning final of the temple - the amalaka or sikara.
Most ancient stone temples were the result of royal patronage. Though they were built for the
benefit of the whole community, they were also an expression of the devotion and piety of the
ruler. It was thought that by building a temple the patron would always have peace, wealth and
sons. It also ensured fame. Sometimes temples were built to celebrate important events. In the
early eleventh century, for example, the Chola king Rajendran built Shiva temple at
Gangaikonda cholapuram to celebrate his victory at war.

Gangai Konda Cholapuram Temple.

The moortis (depictions of the
deities in a temple) provide access to
the divine. It is interesting to note
that it was not the sculptor or
painter who was honoured for this
work as he would be in the west, but
the donor. In fact, almost all Hindu
art is anonymous.

Do the ‘Murtis’ in the temple face
certain direction?

Commonly swami faces the East or
West. Only two Swamis face South,
and they are called Rajas. One is
Nataraja in Chidambaram; the
other is Rangaraja in Sri Rangam
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Master, the people of
Mayilapur suffer due
to failure of monsocon.
in what way shali |
help tham?

-To mitigata the killing

e

hunger of the poor,

throw open your paddy
barn at once.

I have faith that my stranded ship will be
restored if your revered hands touch the
rope. Kindly come to the port with ma,

Elelasingan and others Jolned In the effort.

Valluvar grabbed and pulled the rope singing "Eliah, Elelo”,

“Eliah, Elelo”,

"Eliah, Elelo™, )

o
3 K
o Y
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The ship was restored.

One evening Elalasingan and
Muital met In & garden and
fell in Jovae at first sight.
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B ;f'é-qqlre or averslon, Destroyer of the deslires
: 1s_;gf ti'{g flve senses, Incomparable, Graclous
5 ':_tvaql‘r‘lg'of the sea of virtue, bf sight attributas,
’ Oh, god, { worshlip thee. ‘
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Dear priest! | do not praise mortals. = Vailuvar was sfucidating his princiél
| belleve In pralsing Immortal truths. to Elslasingan and other students, A i
Please take the bag of gold back! stranger came to him.
| am the King of
 Koodal, Please let » i
me be one of your B (Madurail

'

students. A8 o s

Hea is untouchable. [t is

aq_umrt. my C_Wta b stu.dy ¥ All living baings are one
with him being Brahmin,

in cireumstancas of birth
but theit characteristics R Fil
do not agree due to — _ ' : . Enjoinéﬁ by":ali':'
differences in their duties.| P - that is good.

Is one's duty
_enjoined by caste?

Courtesy: International Tamil Language Foundation (To be continued)
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