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" The word itihasa’ can also mean “thus
sspake they”, that is “great men say thazt it
- must be so"_ Gtih’

Ramayana is called the Adi kavya or the
First Epic. It was written in Sanskrit by
Sage Valmiki, who says that from shoka
shloka“ from the pathos-fltled

Vedas col irock of Indian aesthetlcs

_ d, challe
disputed, since Ihey depend
The !aws ot Smritis (remem!
than revealed) suggest a historical
continuity which includes development,
chiange ,challenge, reform and progress in
secular terms.

The laws of Smritis are expressed arld '
depicted by Mahapurushas and Ma
(the great leaders) who exert _mo
influence, as well as legi '
which is subject to change
accordmg to the needs of
is therefore remembered, :
chronologically transmitted bv reason
rather than faith.

H60FID 27 21 . Slg- oeueRi- YTl Lrd 1999



Fyeuir L

The word ‘Veda’ comes from the root
‘Vid’ - to know, leading to ‘Vidya’

knowledge which leads further to vision,
meaning revelation, self-realisation. The
da is the book of knowledge of
angeless Reality. The four Vedas form
2hody of religious literature called shruti.
‘Shruti’ means ‘heard’, experienced and
spiritually revealed’. The realised souls,

1 expenenced ecstasy. This
expressed in the form of

the.scnhse that the seers ;ntmted
' _""ths The kncwvlcdge Of

-of 1028 hymns of praise. One 6f the most
Jmportant ideas that comes out of the ng’
is Rta means cosmic and sacred
, an ultimate and harmonic integratedy
of reality. ‘Rite’ and ‘right’ both
the word Rta.
Veda was not composed dm‘mg-
y determinable, particular
s the collective output of

" that is native to my blo_ d
Hint of colour; touch of moc
~ In my heart is a poem kee
time, time, time, time, -
To the music and the chin 1 0 5
_the music -,
~ and the chime, to the music a
the chime, chime, chime, | §
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1) ,sagcs and visionaries, known as
“Fhey went on adding Mantras,
prayers and glorifications of
er several centuries. Many of
these spontaneous exultations provide
mspmng insights into the eternal truths
of nature and the universe.

The Vedic poet enunciated the truth by
‘declaring “ The Truth is one but the
- wise call it variously”. “Eakam sad
- Viprah bahudha vadanti.”

_ Song of Creation “Who knows, and

who has the courage to say he knows
~ How the world was created, who creat-
- ed the world?

; '<creat19n

Who can say how thc world was created?
The primal creator, whose eye controls
this world from highest heaven, he
- surely knows. Perhaps he also does not

o of

e . Sets to music many hymns from the

' The texts were passed down orally from one SeNeration  Rig Veda, to be chanted at appropriate

to the next generation of priests, with perfection in stages with correct modulations and

intonation and rhythm from memory and by rote. intonations. Our classical music has its
i roots in this Vcda

4) ATHARVA VEDA

Deals mostly with ethical principles,
nd also some branches of science like
yurveda (the science of health and
evity). It has sections dealing with
s (literally threads) and other rit-
stic esoteric knowlege. '
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“I am confused,
please explain

who is a Hindu and
what is Hinduism?

“i disagree a Hindy
i& one who aims &t
spiritual self-
improvement and
follows a code of
eonduet (Dharma)
which leads to sueh
TFulfirrreenit”
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‘Hinduism is the
Upanishads.”

“Hinduism is the
Dharma Shastras.”

"Hinduism is the
ltihas —~ Ramayana &
Mahabharata
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i awareness of himself and his surroundings. | daughter asks her father’s permission to
In course of time he is completely covered | 20 With her friends to play in the forest.

by an ant-hill, but continues to meditate  With royal retinue Sukanya enters the for-
est and wanders to a grove by herself.

A She is attracted by huge ant-hill, with two
shining holes at the top, glinting like fire-
flies. Hoping to catch the fireflies she
pokes two twigs inside the holes. A
painful scream Blood oozes out!

Chyavan Rishi in
meditation.

She runs back terrified to her father and friends.
To her horror she sees the king’s men crying,
writhing in pain and rubbing their eyes. But no
one knew the reason for their plight, and the king
was puzzled by this strange affliction.

Sukanya tells her father about her unintentional
mistake and how she has blinded chyavan Rishi. [ ¥ AR :
The King’s courtiers

Understanding the reason for the affliction, the | writhing in pain
frightened king hurried to the Rishi to beg pardon . o

and offer penitence.

The irascible Rishi is adamant- no riches, no ser-
vants, no pardon, on penitence. He has been
blinded, and the girl who has blinded him must
now serve him as his wife.

Sukanya prays to Devi Durga, and vows that she
will marry the Rishi and serve him., and asks for 5 A
her forgiveness and help. glﬁya wﬂlnglj} _
weds the rishi
il Y
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Sage Chyavan, lost in Samadhl loses all | Sukanya, king Sharvati’s lovely B
| awareness of himself and his surroundings. | daughter asks her father’s permission to
In course of time he is completely covered | go with her friends to play in the forest.
by an ant-hill, but continues to meditate : with royal retinue Sukanya enters the for-
serenely. 2 est and wanders to a grove by herself.

- She is attracted by huge ant-hill, with two
* shining holes at the top, glinting like fire-
flies. Hoping to catch the fireflies she
pokes two twigs inside the holes. A
~_painful scream Blood oozes out!

Chyavan Rishi in
meditation.

She runs back terrified to her father and friends.
To her horror she sees the king’s men crying,
writhing in pain and rubbing their eyes. But no
one knew the reason for their plight, and the king
was puzzled by this strange affliction.

Sukanya tells her father about her unintentional
mistake and how she has blinded chyavan Rishi. ' | i
The King’s courtiers

writhing in pain

Understanding the reason for the affliction, the
frightened king hurried to the Rishi to beg pardon
and offer penitence.

The irascible Rishi is adamant- no riches, no ser-
vants, no pardon, on penitence. He has been
blinded, and the girl who has blinded him must
now serve him as his wife.

Sukanya prays to Devi Durga, and vows that she
will marry the Rishi and serve him., and asks for
her forgiveness and help.

Sukanya willingly
weds the rishi
BEOFID 27 ‘ 26 SBhlg- Sieuemi- Yy Lre 1999




= — = ——— Fsut UGS — —— —— =

Sukanya looks after
2 the blind rishi

bath in a forest pond,
sukanya is stopped by the
Ashwinis, the twin horse
deities who are celestial
hysicians.

Struck by her beauty
the Ashwinis say:
“Don’t waste your life”

The Asbwini Ruiars
tempt Sukanya

3 ‘vision to your:husband He will
!ook exactly_llke_ us.
‘There is only one condition -

Sukanya prays to |
Durga for guidance. 2
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- T WSV
Sukanya identifies
her husband

Sukanya prays to Durga
Devi silently. A divine voice
whispers to her. “Sukanya,
remember: Only mortals
blink.” Sukanya
minutely. The centr:
has eyes which :
- This is
says.

The Ashw1m deltles bless her and Vamsh
s united with his wife. kmg

) s;ts his wise daughter and

‘handsome son-in-law and blesses them
saying: ‘“‘you have not only made me __
| proud, you have made all womankind =

i r .” : 7 m

roud . X _ &
Sukanya lives happily

with her rejuvenated A

&.

Rishi husband
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The Editor
“Kalasam”
I am writing this letter,in response to an article by an
author whose name I understand was inadvertantly
omited titled “Plight of Saiva temples in Sri Lanka”,
in your 25th issue of “Kalasam” magazine. I was also
saddened to note the plight of Saivaism and the state of
the temple priests,
I was surprised at the writer’s perception of Sri Sathya
Sai Baba Organistion. The writer labels Sathya Sai
Baba orgamsatlon as a heretic faith and a cult. If, such
1abe]lmg was supported by serious examination, and
study, it would merit mclusmn m your esteemed mag-
ine. A group. termed “Hawalsm Saivaism’” men-
the ff l@ mvrssue I presume refers to a
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TEL: 0181 552 2727 / FAX: 0181 692 7756
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