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TEMPLE STEPS

Temples are built in all conceivable places .... In the plains, seafronts, hills, towns and forests etc.
In the plains these are built without elevation ( no need to have steps to climb.. like Keerimalai ), or
built on plinths ( short elevation. .. like Ketheeswaram) or having number of steps ( maadakkovil...
like Thiruveezhimizhalai). Chozha temples like Thanjavur, Gangai konda chozhapuram, Tarasuram
etc. have also been built in an elevated positions. These Chozha temples are not called madakkovils

( though they are ) since Kochchengan’s temples alone got the epithets.

So it became necessary to have steps to go up and down...This is a write up on the kinds of steps

that I have seen in various temples.

Modern temples may have steps to climb up...These have stainless steel hand rails to facilitate
climbing. In the olden times steps existed without protective means..Personally I need someone’s

help to negotiate these...”Then Thirumullaivayil” temple is an example..

In some temples these steps have protective walls on either side...Lalgudi temple...

1 éi.i!;lf,;l_.
CARRERENERNDN
AUREEEREER

Then Thirumullaivayil

In some old temples the protective walls are plain ie without decorations.

Kodumbalur Virinchipuram

In some temples these side

3

otectors are decorated.. These can be sculptures of elephants.

Sriperumbudur Perumal kovil Thanjavur

HE0FID 82 14 a4e - euewll - yLLmg 2016




@ 82 i seoxbk @sp @

—— — — -

The sculptures of just Yali with its trunk curved and the yali looking back are usually seen.

Kalakkadu

These yali sculptures may have extra figures as well

i e 1 sl 4 [

Nedungunam Tirunelveli

In some temples lions and other animals grace these steps

Tharasuram Tharasuram
( A warrior rides a yali ) ( Lion attacking elephant )

There are more elaborate sculptures adorning the steps. You can find these in Thiruvannamalai,
Thanjavur, Tharasuram etc.
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Orchid Bungalow Jasmine Bungalow
51 Mollands Lane, 53 Mollands Lane,
South Ockendon RM15 6DH _ South Ockendon RM15 6DH
Adult Services 01708 850555 Children Services 01708 851189

109-111 Molands Lane, Trinity Community Centre
South Ockenden RM15 6DJ East Avenue, London E12 6SG
Adult Services 01708 856592 Domicilary Care 0203 200 1047

www.satashcommunitycare.com

Letchmi Loganathan Logan Loganathan
07957 869620 07956 377298

letchmi@satashcommunitycare.com logan@satashcommunitycare.com

Sathian Loganathan
07949 755104
sathian@satashcommunitycare.com
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Coma to Bluabsll for..
INVISIBLE TOOTH
STRAIGHTENING

GUM DISEASE TREATMENT

COSMETIC DENTISTRY
SMHLE MAKEOYERS
GENERAL DENTISTRY
ORAL SURGERY & IMPLANTS
ENDODONTICS
CHILDREN’S ORAL HEALTH
EMERGENCY
APPOINTMENTS
FACIAL REJUVENATION
Book your FREE

consultation today!

Bluebell is an Invisalign® ‘L ‘
./

Platinum Elite Provider.

Dr Suki Kcnoéuscbm-

If you have teeth that stick Shakrhi s cne of th

. :
feadwag lovsafan® dentsh

out, are crooked, have gaps = e Uk Wit har cnugue

h b an ethxw!

or overlap then Invisalign is oo i of

W she hos become

the best choice for you with bty ki
1..,.{] lJ’ Q ;lle.»‘.Ju-J f:-d

clear, almost invisible braces. .50

(HIGWELL

luebell 020 8500 6789

dental practice & dinic STRATHORD

www.bluebelldp.co.uk (3w
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Hinduism in search of Answers
Why worship in a temple?

G Arunai Vadivel Mudaliar

"The town which is without temple is inauspicious" - Saint Appar
"Do not reside in a village that has no temple" — Avvaiyar

The Tamil word for temple is Ko-il which literally means 'The King's Abode'
or, 'The King's Palace'. Just as the king is the head of a certain region on
earth, God is the head of the entire world and his abode is appropriately
termed the King's abode , or, Koil.

Has God an abode?

God is everywhere. He is ever-present. How then can he be confined to a
temple? The entire Universe should be deemed to be his home. This may arise
in the minds of some people. On the other hand, though God is formless,
there is nothing to prevent Him from assuming any particular form for any
particular reason. He is deemed to take different forms and to take

His abode in various temples. It is not for his sake that he takes any form.
Indeed, it is for the benefit of us and our souls that he does so.

Why God assumes forms?

Human beings cannot have communion with God in His formless state. So, in
His infinite mercy God takes on a form for the sake of human beings.
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Souls suffer because of their intimate bond with the world. If they should sever their bond with
the world, and strengthen their connection with God, this suffering would stop. Souls are
accustomed to sensory perception only. For God to communicate with souls, he necessarily has

to take a form.

The bodies which encase mortal souls are of flesh and blood. They are made of the three
impurities. But the form which God assumes for Himself is made of His own grace. This has
been made clear in the 61st, 65th and 67th songs of Sivajnana Siddhiar. It is stated that He does
appear before those who adore Him. :

There are two states in which God is conceived: One is Swarupa Sivam in which He is formless.
The other is Tadastha Sivam in which He has form , name and function.

Forms are of two kinds: "True forms" and "image forms". True forms are those that God takes at
a particular time and place for a particular purpose. Image forms are the forms carved in stone by
people from either knowledge through books or insights of saints and sages. These forms are not
the imagination of some people. They are believed to be the images of God as actually seen by
the saints.

Only those who are spiritually evolved are able to see God in his true form. For those who are for-
tunate to get a Jnana guru who can impart jnanam, or Supreme Knowledge, the guru's form is also
considered to be that of God. Others would need to worship His other image forms either those
in the temple or those considered as Sangama Thirumenigal.

There are three ways in which we worship God. These are: Guru, Lingam, andSangamam. We
worship the Guru, our spiritual master, as God himself. We worship the Lingam in the temples.
The Lingam in the sanctum sanctorum is of the highest order. The other god-forms surround the
central Lingam.
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Spiritual men who conduct themselves in this world as God's representatives are also considered
image forms of God (Sangama Thirumenigal).

Need for temple worship?

The question may be asked: If God is all pervasive and present everywhere, why should He be

worshipped only in the temples? It is true that God is omnipresent. But how many of us get the
religious feeling anywhere and everywhere? When we are in the house we are beset with worries,
just as we are beset with them in the office environment. For those of us who are unable to be fully

aware of the presence of God everywhere, temple worship is the practical method of worshipping
God.
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Self Respect (Maanam)

Chapter : 97 Poem : 969

“wufly Briller eumprs sanflior STy
o ufly By wremd euflen”

A rare species of Dear seeks its end when its hairs shed;
People of dignity forfeit life to save honour

‘Silappathikaaram’ is a great highly appreciated Tamil epic. The story is based on an anklet
(‘Silambu’ in Tamil) — hence the name * Silappathikaram’. The author of this epic is llanko
Adikal. The hero of this epic, Kovalan and the heroine Kannagi got married and lived
happily for some years in Poompukaar. Kannagi’s life later went astray because of the
association of Kovalan with a dancer called Maathavi. Kovalan left Kannagi and settled in
Mathavi’s house.

Kovalan spent all his wealth on the dancer and became penniless. He returned repentantly
to his uncomplaining wife Kannagi. Both of them went to Madura to resurrect their life. The
only property they had then was a pair of Ruby anklets of Kannagi. Kovalan went to the city
to sell one of the anklets to get money. Seeing Kovalan with the anklet, the Royal Goldsmith,
who had stolen the pearl anklet of the Pandian Queen, framed Kovalan for the theft. Even
though the Pandiyan king was very just, unfortunately, took a hastey decision and had
Kovalan beheaded for the thett.

ON hearing her husband’s death, Kannagi stormed into the Court of Pandiyan kingdom. Her
eyes ablazed with anger, carrying the other anklet on her hand to prove the innocence of her
husband, broke the anklet to split its Rubies, therby proving that the anklet sold by Kovalan
was not the queen’s pearl anklet, but it was the Ruby anklet of her’s.

At that very moment the king realized that his judgment was flawed, he collapsed and died.
By his death, he proved to the world that righteousness is worth more than one’s life.
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